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Poll shows statewide support 
to toss aside new tax on fuel 


BY ANGELA HART 
ahart@sacbee.com 


If they get a chance, a major- 
ity of California voters would 
repeal the new statewide gas tax 
that went into effect last month. 

A new poll by UC Berkeley’s 
Institute of Governmental Stud- 
ies found 52 percent of likely 
voters would support an initia- 
tive repealing California’s re- 
cent increases in gas taxes and 
vehicle license fees, while 46 
percent said they “strongly” 
support repealing the charges. 


Republicans overwhelmingly 
favor repeal, with 80 percent of 
them indicating that they’d 
support rescinding the gas tax. 

Meanwhile, 32 percent of 
Democrats and 56 percent of 
independents would vote to 
repeal the tax. 

Voters in the Bay Area are 
most supportive of the tax in- 
crease and transportation im- 
provements it’s projected to 
fund. Inland California voters 
especially oppose the tax, and 
voters in coastal counties nar- 
rowly oppose the new charges. 

“The Bay Area is a much 


Poll: Gas tax repeal 


A majority of likely state voters 
favor a proposed initiative to 
repeal the gas tax law. 


Oppose repeal 
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Favor repeal 
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more liberal-leaning, progres- 
sive electorate that I think puts 
more stock in the greater good. 
That’s a progressive value, if 
you believe the greater good is 
served by this modest increase 
in gas taxes, versus others who 
say, ‘I’m already paying too 
much in taxes, therefore I’m in 
favor of repeal,’” said Mark 
DiCamillo, director of the poll. 
“Tt’s not winning a lot of sup- 
port among voters in the inland 
counties; that includes Sacra- 
mento and the Central Valley.” 
Prices at the pump went up 12 
cents per gallon last month as a 
result of the 10-year, $52 billion 
transportation package ap- 
proved by the Democratic- 
controlled Legislature. Gov. 
Jerry Brown advocated for the 
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MLS says Republic FC needs 
more money to join league 


Sacramento Republic FC lead investor Kevin Nagle and Mayor Darrell Steinberg talk about the continuing process of bringing MLS to 
Sacramento. In a letter to fans Nagle pledged to do “whatever it takes” to satisfy the Major League Soccer expansion committee. 


Sacramento, Cincinnati or Detroit 
will be selected sometime in 2018 


BY RYAN LILLIS 
rlillis@sacbee.com 


acramento is still in the 

hunt for a Major League 

Soccer franchise. And 

the group leading the 
city’s expansion bid knows what 
it will take to make the cut: a lot 
more money. 

Despite a significant funding 
gap, the city’s bid remains alive 
after Major League Soccer an- 
nounced Thursday morning that 
it will not name the next expan- 
sion franchise until next year, 


© wore insive 


Major League Soccer made a minor-league 
move, writes Ailene Voisin. 1C 


sions” with Sacramento, Cincin- 
nati and Detroit. 

“All three submitted impres- 
sive bids which the league will 
take additional time to review 
before announcing a final deci- 
sion in the new year,” MLS said 
in a statement. 

Nashville was awarded an 
expansion franchise Wednes- 
day, and one more spot remains 
up for grabs. MLS had said it 
wanted to announce two expan- 


year. 

The Sacramento group said 
Thursday it must strengthen its 
funding plan over the next sev- 
eral months. It is unclear how 
much more time MLS will give 
cities to strengthen their bids. 

Time has not been an ally to 
Sacramento’s MLS quest: the 
expansion fee has nearly dou- 
bled in recent years to $150 
million. Meanwhile, the cost of 
a new soccer stadium in the 
downtown railyard is expected 
to be around $250 million, 
roughly $70 million more than 
the original budget. 

“We have a funding gap, 
that’s no secret, but it’s one that 
can be fixed,” Mayor Darrell 
Steinberg said at a morning 
press conference outside City 


Sacramento is not the only 
city facing questions. Both Cin- 
cinnati and Detroit have unre- 
solved stadium issues, although 
their investors have far more 
wealth than the group leading 
the Sacramento effort. 

In a letter to Republic FC 
fans, Sacramento lead investor 
Kevin Nagle wrote the escalat- 
ing costs of launching an MLS 
franchise “are typical challeng- 
es in business, sports, and 
MLS,” but that the increased 
costs “have required us to revi- 
sit and rethink how we will fund 
the bid.” 

“While we’ve made tremen- 
dous strides, the plan we pre- 
sented to the MLS Expansion 
Committee a few weeks back 


Tax vote 

is a gamble 
for state’s 
Republican 
delegation 


BY EMILY CADEI 
ecadei@mcclatchydc.com 


Heading into a tough 2018 
election cycle, California 
Republicans in Congress are 
taking a major political gam- 
ble: that delivering on party 
priorities will energize their 
base and help beat back the 
anti-Trump wave Democrats 
are predicting. 

The tax overhaul — which 
all but two of the state’s con- 
gressional Republicans voted 
for — is just the latest exam- 
ple of that calculation. 

State leaders have fretted 
about the provision setting 
limits on state and local tax 
deductions,which Califor- 
nians and others from high- 
cost, high-tax states have 
used to save billions of dollars 
on their federal tax returns. 
Poll after poll leading up to 
the vote showed majorities 
held negative opinions of the 
plan, which slashes tax rates 
across the board but partic- 
ularly for the wealthy and 
corporations. 

Republican Rep. Steve 
Knight’s district outside Los 
Angeles offers a prime exam- 
ple. A poll conducted earlier 
this month from the Demo- 
cratic firm Public Policy Poll- 
ing found that 52 percent of 
residents in Knight’s 25th 
District disapproved of the 
tax law, including 39 percent 
who strongly disapproved. 

Yet the congressman joined 
11 of his GOP colleagues from 
California in voting for the 
final legislation. 

Reps. Darrell Issa and Dana 
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UN DENOUNCES 
JERUSALEM MOVE 


General Assembly votes 
128-9 to demand US 
rescind declaration on 
Israel’s capital. 8A 
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UK CAMPUS IN 
PLACER IS NO GO 


The 
University of 
Warwick 
derails 
county’s 
dream of landing a major 
college campus for 6,000 
students, citing financial 
concerns and other 
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